Carcinoma of the lung, stage III. Experience with the new TNM-AJCC classification.
The records of 228 patients who underwent surgery for primary lung cancer in 1970-1986 were reviewed. In 115 cases (94 men, 21 women) the disease was in stage III according to the 1978 classification of the American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC). These 115 cases were retrospectively reassessed, using a recently proposed new TNM classification with subdivision of stage III into IIIa, in which the patients may benefit from surgery, and IIIb, in which surgery is not advisable. Stage IIIa disease was present at operation in 87 cases and stage IIIb in 28. Actuarial analysis of survival rates showed that the new subclassification permits identification of those stage III patients who may benefit from surgical therapy.